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DATA QUALITY MANAGEMENT FOR
PROFILING, LINKING, CLEANSING, AND
MIGRATING DATA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation (and claims the benefit of
priority under 35 USC 120) of U.S. application Ser. No.
14/159,504, filed Jan. 21, 2014, now allowed, which is a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 13/194,135, filed
Jul. 29, 2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,666,919, issued Mar. 4,
2014, and titled “Data Quality Management for Profiling,
Linking, Cleansing, and Migrating Data.” Both of these prior
applications are incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD

This disclosure relates to data quality management.

BACKGROUND

A growing demand exists for data management solutions.
As the sophistication of data warehousing and business intel-
ligence architectures and solutions increases, the recognition
of poor data quality is becoming a barrier to success and has
increased demand for data quality services. In traditional data
quality solutions, however, the effort to define and apply data
quality rules may be labor intensive.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, a data quality management system includes
a rules repository configured to store profiling data quality
rules, cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality rules. The
data quality management system also include a rules man-
agement module configured to manage the rules repository by
managing the profiling data quality rules stored in the rules
repository, managing the cleansing data quality rules stored in
the rules repository, and managing the linking data stored in
the rules repository. The data quality management system
further includes a data quality job management module con-
figured to migrate data quality rules from the rules repository
to a data quality processing system and manage a data quality
process performed by the data quality processing system
using the migrated data quality rules. The migrated data qual-
ity rules include one or more linked pairs of data quality rules
that have a profiling data quality rule linked to a cleansing
data quality rule by the linking data and the data quality job
management module is configured to control the data quality
processing system to execute the one or more linked pairs of
data quality rules. In another aspect, a method may include
one or more of the operations recited above as being per-
formed by the data quality management system. In yet
another aspect, a computer-readable storage medium may be
operable to cause a processor to perform one or more of the
operations described above as being performed by the data
quality management system.

Implementations may include one or more of the following
features. For example, the rules repository may be configured
to store the profiling data quality rules, the cleansing data
quality rules, and the linking data in a generic format that is
not specific to any particular data quality processing system.
The rules management module may be configured to organize
the profiling data quality rules and the cleansing data quality
rules by industry for a user to select a particular industry and
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receive a subset of the profiling data quality rules and the
cleansing data quality rules that are relevant to the particular
industry.

In addition, the data quality job management module may
be configured to monitor the data quality process performed
by the data quality processing system using the migrated data
quality rules. The data quality job management module may
be configured to monitor an entire operation of the data qual-
ity process performed by the data quality processing system
including monitoring results of data profiling performed by
the data quality processing system and monitoring results of
data cleansing performed by the data quality processing sys-
tem. The data quality job management module may be con-
figured to control the data quality processing system to
execute the one or more linked pairs of data quality rules in a
coordinated manner.

Further, the rules management module may be configured
to access inferred profiling and cleansing data quality rules
and store the inferred profiling and cleansing data quality
rules in the rules repository. The rules management module
may be configured to receive user input defining a new pro-
filing data quality rule and a new cleansing data quality rule
and store the new profiling data quality rule and the new
cleansing data quality rule in the rules repository.

In some implementations, the rules management module
may be configured to receive user input linking the new
profiling data quality rule to the new cleansing data quality
rule and store, in the rules repository, linking data that links
the new profiling data quality rule to the new cleansing data
quality rule. In these implementations, the data quality job
management module may be configured to recognize that the
new profiling data quality rule is linked to the new cleansing
data quality rule based on the stored linking data that links the
new profiling data quality rule to the new cleansing data
quality rule, control the data quality processing system to
execute the new profiling data quality rule to identify errors in
data records, and, based on the recognition that the new
profiling data quality rule is linked to the new cleansing data
quality rule and without user input after controlling the data
quality processing system to execute the new profiling data
quality rule, control the data quality processing system to
execute the new cleansing data quality rule on the data records
identified as having errors according to the new profiling data
quality rule.

The rules management module may be configured to link
profiling data quality rules with cleansing data quality rules,
organize profiling data quality rules and cleansing data qual-
ity rules by industry, and store, in the rules repository, profil-
ing data quality rules and cleansing data quality rules orga-
nized by industry and with linking data that links profiling
data quality rules with cleansing data quality rules. The rules
management module may be configured to modify data qual-
ity rules data in the rules repository. For example, the rules
management module may be configured to receive user input
defining a search query for data quality rules in the rules
repository, perform a search for data quality rules in the rules
repository based on the search query, identify data quality
rules in the rules repository that match the search query based
on performance of the search, and present the identified data
quality rules with one or more controls for a user to select one
of the identified data quality rules. In this example, the rules
management module may be configured to receive user input
selecting a data quality rule from among the identified data
quality rules, lock the selected data quality rule based on the
selection, allow a change to the selected data quality rule
based on locking the selected data quality rule, and prevent
changes to data quality rules that are not locked.
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The rules management module may be configured to
receive user input to delete the selected data quality rule when
the selected data quality rule is locked and delete the selected
data quality rule based on the user input to delete the selected
data quality rule received when the selected data quality rule
is locked. The rules management module also may be con-
figured to receive user input to modify one or more attributes
of'the selected data quality rule when the selected data quality
rule is locked and modify the one or more attributes of the
selected data quality rule based on the user input to modify the
one or more attributes of the selected data quality rule
received when the selected data quality rule is locked.

In some implementations, the data quality job management
module may be configured to present data quality rules for
selection organized by industry, receive user input selecting
data quality rules to migrate, and identify the data quality
processing system to which the selected data quality rules are
to be migrated. In these implementations, the data quality job
management module may be configured to transform the
selected data quality rules and data quality rules linked to the
selected data quality rules to a format suitable for the identi-
fied data quality processing system, and send the transformed
data quality rules to the identified data quality processing
system.

The data quality job management module may be config-
ured to identify, from among multiple, different data quality
processing systems and based on user selection, the data
quality processing system to which the data quality rules are
to be migrated. The data quality job management module also
may be configured to determine a format suitable for the
identified data quality processing system and transform the
data quality rules to the format suitable for the identified data
quality processing system.

In some examples, the data quality job management mod-
ule may be configured to allow the data quality processing
system to access data to be profiled and cleansed and control
the data quality processing system to execute the migrated
data quality rules on the data to be profiled and cleansed. In
these examples, the data quality job management module
may be configured to monitor results of profiling and cleans-
ing performed by the data quality processing system on the
data to be profiled and cleansed and generate one or more
reports that include information descriptive of profiling and
cleansing performed by the data quality processing system
based on the results of profiling and cleansing performed by
the data quality processing system on the data to be profiled
and cleansed. Further, in these examples, the data quality job
management module may be configured to output the one or
more generated reports and provide a cleansed version of the
data to be profiled and cleansed.

The details of one or more implementations are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description, below. Other
potential features of the disclosure will be apparent from the
description and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1, 3,16, and 24 are diagrams of exemplary systems.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an exemplary rules repository.

FIGS. 4, 5, 8, 15, and 17A are flowcharts of exemplary
processes.

FIGS. 6, 7, 9, 11-14, and 17B are diagrams illustrating
exemplary user interfaces.

FIG.10is a diagram of an exemplary data structure for data
quality rules.
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FIGS. 17C-23 are diagrams illustrating exemplary data
quality reports.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Techniques are described for providing data quality ser-
vices that unite data quality assets, processes, industry knowl-
edge, and cleansing approaches. The data quality services
may leverage a data quality rules management repository
aligned with the creation, update and application of data
quality rules that are tailored by industry. The data quality
services also may leverage a data quality monitoring solution
that tracks the state of data, to assist with assessment of the
effectiveness of cleansing approaches and to identify root
cause data quality issues.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary system 100 for data quality
management. The system 100 includes a data quality rules
acceleration module 110, a rules management module 120,
and a data quality job management module 130. The data
quality rules acceleration module 110, the rules management
module 120, and the data quality job management module
130 may be separate hardware components of the system 100
or may be part of a single hardware component of the system
100. For instance, the data quality rules acceleration module
110, the rules management module 120, and the data quality
job management module 130 may be a combination of hard-
ware and software that operate on a single server system.

The system 100 also includes a rules repository 140 and a
database 150. The rules repository 140 may be any type of
data storage system that is capable of storing data quality
rules that are used in data quality processes. The database 150
may be any type of database (or other data storage system)
that is capable of storing data to be profiled and/or cleansed.

The system 100 further includes multiple, different data
quality processing systems 160, 170, and 180. The multiple,
different data quality processing systems 160, 170, and 180
may be any type of data quality processing system that is
capable of performing profiling data quality operations and/
or cleansing data quality operations based on data quality
rules. The multiple, different data quality processing systems
160, 170, and 180 may be separate from the data quality job
management module 130 and may represent data quality
processing systems offered by multiple, different vendors.

The rules repository 140 may store any type of data quality
rule used in assessing and/or correcting data quality issues.
For instance, the rules repository 140 may store profiling data
quality rules and cleansing data quality rules. Profiling data
quality rules may include rules that flag and count data quality
issues based on one or more conditions defined by the rule.
Cleansing data quality rules may include rules that flag and
correct data quality issues based on one or more conditions
defined by the rule such that the corrected data now complies
with the one or more conditions defined by the rule.

Profiling and cleansing data quality rules may define many
different types of conditions that are used to perform data
quality processing. For example, column data quality rules
may check for conditions in columns of data, such as whether
the column data is in a proper format and has a proper data
type. Structure data quality rules may check for conditions
related to structure of specific data entries, such as whether a
specific value is stored in a data entry. Business data quality
rules may check for conditions related to business rules, such
as whether a value stored in a data entry is within a range that
is appropriate for operation of the business (e.g., whether oil
viscosity data is greater than a particular value).

In some implementations, the rules repository 140 may
store linking data that links profiling data quality rules with
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cleansing data quality rules (e.g., linked pairs of data quality
rules that have a profiling data quality rule linked to a cleans-
ing data quality rule by the linking data). In these implemen-
tations, the linking data may link a profiling data quality rule
with one or more cleansing data quality rules. For instance,
the rules repository 140 may include multiple linked pairs of
data quality rules that have a profiling data quality rule linked
to a cleansing data quality rule by the linking data.

Based on the linking data, the profiling data quality rule
may be executed in a coordinated manner with the one or
more cleansing data quality rules. For instance, the profiling
data quality rule may be executed to identify potential errors
in data and then the one or more cleansing data quality rules
may be executed against the data with potential errors in an
attempt to correct the potential errors. The linking data may
allow the one or more cleansing data quality rules to be
executed in an automated manner (e.g., without user input)
after the profiling data quality rule is executed and identifies
potential errors in the data. The coordinated execution may
provide increased automation in the data quality process and
allow for end-to-end tracking of data profiling and data
cleansing operations.

In some examples, the rules repository 140 stores data
quality rules in a generic format that is independent of any
system that executes the data quality rules. In these examples,
the data quality rules are not stored in a vendor-specific for-
mat and need to be converted to a vendor-specific format prior
to actually being executed on a data quality processing system
provided by a vendor. Despite the additional conversion
needed to execute the data quality rules, storing the data
quality rules in a generic format may provide benefits because
the data quality rules may be migrated to any system. The
ability to use the same rules on any system may offer flex-
ibility in which one or more data quality processing systems
a company uses. Storing the data quality rules in a generic
format also may ease transition when the company decides to
change which data quality processing system the company
uses because the data quality rules stored in the rules reposi-
tory 140 are usable in the new data quality processing system
after the proper conversion.

Further, in some implementations, the rules repository 140
stores data quality rules in a manner organized by industry. In
these implementations, the data quality rules include data
defining the conditions of the data quality rules and also
include data defining to which one or more industries the data
quality rules are relevant. The data quality rules may be rel-
evant to only one industry, a subset of multiple industries, or
all industries. By organizing the data quality rules by industry
in the rules repository 140, members of a specific industry
may take advantage of past industry expertise and easily view
which data quality rules may be appropriate for their specific
industry. Organization by vertical industry may be very help-
ful to quickly assess which data quality rules are beneficial to
a company’s business. Also, as industries change and new
data quality rules are added (or existing data quality rules are
modified), the rules repository 140 may maintain a current set
of'rules appropriate for each industry and continue to leverage
industry expertise in organizing rules in the rules repository
140.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary rules repository 200. As
shown, the rules repository 200 stores data quality rules orga-
nized by industry. Although three industries are shown for
brevity, data quality rules may be organized by more (perhaps
many more) industries.

In the example shown in FIG. 2, rules data for a first
industry includes a generic profiling data quality rule, a first
industry-specific profiling data quality rule, a first industry-

25

35

40

45

6

specific cleansing data quality rule, and linking data that links
the first industry-specific profiling data quality rule with the
first industry-specific cleansing data quality rule. Although
three data quality rules are shown for brevity, the first industry
may be associated with more (perhaps many more) data qual-
ity rules.

Rules data for a second industry includes the generic pro-
filing data quality rule, a multi-industry cleansing data quality
rule, a second industry-specific profiling data quality rule, a
second industry-specific cleansing data quality rule, linking
data that links the generic profiling data quality rule with the
multi-industry cleansing data quality rule, and linking data
that links the second industry-specific profiling data quality
rule with the second industry-specific cleansing data quality
rule. In this example, the generic profiling data quality rule is
applicable to both the first industry and the second industry,
but the multi-industry cleansing data quality rule is not appli-
cable to the first industry and, therefore, not organized under
the first industry. Also, although the generic profiling data
quality rule has been listed under the first industry and the
second industry, the rules repository 200 may not redundantly
store the generic profiling data quality rule and, instead, may
reference a single stored instance of the generic profiling data
quality rule in both the first industry rules data and the second
industry rules data. Further, although four data quality rules
are shown for brevity, the second industry may be associated
with more (perhaps many more) data quality rules.

Rules data for an nth industry includes the generic profiling
data quality rule, the multi-industry cleansing data quality
rule, an nth industry-specific profiling data quality rule, an nth
industry-specific cleansing data quality rule, and linking data
that links the generic profiling data quality rule with the
multi-industry cleansing data quality rule. In this example,
the generic profiling data quality rule is applicable to all of the
first, second, and third industries, but the multi-industry
cleansing data quality rule is applicable to the second and
third industries. Also, although the generic profiling data
quality rule and the multi-industry cleansing data quality rule
have been listed under multiple industries, the rules reposi-
tory 200 may not redundantly store the rules and, instead, may
reference a single stored instance of the rules in the industry
rules data. Further, although four data quality rules are shown
for brevity, the third industry may be associated with more
(perhaps many more) data quality rules.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the data quality rules accelera-
tion module 110 assists in determining which data quality
rules are appropriate for a particular set of data to be profiled
and/or cleansed. For example, the data quality rules accelera-
tion module 110 accesses data to be profiled and/or cleansed
from the database 150 and analyzes the accessed data in an
attempt to infer which data quality rules are appropriate for
assessing quality of the accessed data. In this example, the
data quality rules acceleration module 110 automatically,
without user intervention, infers one or more data quality
rules (e.g., profiling data quality rules and cleansing data
quality rules) based on the analysis of the accessed data. The
data quality rules acceleration module 110 may pass the
inferred rules to the rules management module 120 for sug-
gestion to a user and/or storage in the rules repository 140.

The rules management module 120 assists in management
of data quality rules stored in the rules repository 140. For
example, the rules management module 120 may present user
interfaces that allow a user to provide input in managing data
quality rules that are stored in the rules repository 140. In this
example, the rules management module 120 may receive user
input to add new data quality rules to the rules repository 140,
modify existing data quality rules stored in the rules reposi-
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tory 140, link profiling data quality rules with cleansing data
quality rules, and organize data quality rules by industry to
allow users to perceive data quality rules that are relevant for
various, different industries.

The data quality job management module 130 receives data
quality rules from the rules management module 120 and
migrates the received data quality rules to one or more of the
data quality processing systems 160, 170, and 180. For
instance, the data quality job management module 130 con-
verts data quality rules stored in the rules repository 140 in a
generic format to a vendor-specific format used by one or
more of the data quality processing systems 160, 170, and
180. The data quality job management module 130 also
allows one or more of the data quality processing systems
160,170, and 180 to access data to be profiled and/or cleansed
from the database 150 and controls one or more of the data
quality processing systems 160, 170, and 180 to execute the
migrated data quality rules on the data to be profiled and/or
cleansed from the database 150. The data quality job man-
agement module 130 monitors execution of the migrated data
quality rules on the data to be profiled and/or cleansed from
the database 150 and tracks information related to the execu-
tion throughout data quality processing. The data quality job
management module 130 also may return cleansed data back
to the database 150 and may provide reports based on the
monitoring of the execution of the migrated data quality rules
on the data to be profiled and/or cleansed from the database
150.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary data quality management
system 300. The system 300 includes an input module 310, a
data store 320, one or more processors 330, one or more [/O
(Input/Output) devices 340, and memory 350. The input mod-
ule 320 may be used to input any type of information used by
data quality services performed by the system 300. For
example, the input module 310 may be used to receive input
defining parameters for rule discovery, input defining new
data quality rules, input defining modification of rules data
stored in a rules repository, input selecting data quality rules
to migrate to a data quality processing system, and/or input
related to monitoring and reporting results of data quality
operations. In some implementations, data from the input
module 310 is stored in the data store 320. The data included
in the data store 320 may include, for example, data quality
rules and data to be profiled and/or cleansed.

In some examples, the data store 320 may be a relational
database that logically organizes data into a series of database
tables. Each database table in the data store 320 may arrange
data in a series of columns (where each column represents an
attribute of the data stored in the database) and rows (where
each row represents attribute values). In some implementa-
tions, the data store 320 may be an object-oriented database
that logically or physically organizes data into a series of
objects. Each object may be associated with a series of
attribute values. In some examples, the data store 320 may be
atype of database management system that is not necessarily
a relational or object-oriented database. For example, a series
of XML (Extensible Mark-up Language) files or documents
may be used, where each XML file or document includes
attributes and attribute values. Data included in the data store
320 may be identified by a unique identifier such that data
related to a particular process may be retrieved from the data
store 320.

The processor 330 may be a processor suitable for the
execution of a computer program such as a general or special
purpose microprocessor, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. In some implementations, the
system 300 includes more than one processor 330. The pro-
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cessor 330 may receive instructions and data from the
memory 350. The memory 350 may store instructions and
data corresponding to any or all of the components of the
system 300. The memory 350 may include read-only
memory, random-access memory, or both.

The I/O devices 340 are configured to provide input to and
output from the system 300. For example, the /O devices 340
may include a mouse, a keyboard, a stylus, or any other device
that allows the input of data. The I/O devices 340 may also
include a display, a printer, or any other device that outputs
data.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process 400 for managing data quality
processes. The operations of the process 400 are described
generally as being performed by the system 300. In some
implementations, operations of the process 400 may be per-
formed by one or more processors included in one or more
electronic devices.

The system 300 infers data quality rules (410). For
example, the system 300 accesses data to be profiled and/or
cleansed, accesses data defining data quality rules in a reposi-
tory, and analyzes the accessed data to be profiled and/or
cleansed with the data defining data quality rules. In this
example, the system 300 attempts to infer which data quality
rules are appropriate for assessing quality of the accessed data
to be profiled and/or cleansed based on the analysis.

In some implementations, the analysis used to infer data
quality rules may include statistical analysis of the data to be
profiled and/or cleansed. In these implementations, the sys-
tem 300 may analyze the data to be profiled and/or cleansed to
identify statistical outliers in terms of data values, data for-
mat, or other attributes. The system 300 identifies statistical
outliers and determines whether the statistical outliers are
indicators of data quality rules that are appropriate for the data
to be profiled and/or cleansed. The system 300 may consider
the rarity of the statistical outliers identified in the data and/or
whether the statistical outliers identified in the data corre-
spond to data quality rules that are available in a rules reposi-
tory. For example, the system 300 may determine that a field
of'a data structure has only one negative value in one million
records. In this example, the system 300 may determine that
a data quality rule that checks whether data in the field of the
data structure has a positive value is appropriate because a
negative value appears in the field of the data structure very
infrequently (e.g., below a threshold level of frequency) and/
or a data quality rule that checks whether data is positive is
available in the rules repository.

In some examples, the analysis used to infer data quality
rules may include comparing attribute headings of the data to
be profiled and/or cleansed with names and/or predefined
data associated with data quality rules stored in the rules
repository. In these examples, the system 300 may determine
that a data quality rule is appropriate for a column of data in
a database based on a comparison of a name for the column of
data revealing that the name for the column of data matches
(or is similar to) a name for the data quality rule or that
metadata for the data quality rule indicates that the data qual-
ity rule is typically appropriate for columns of data that have
the name for the column of data. For instance, the database
may include a column named “gender” and the system 300
may determine that a data quality rule that checks whether
values stored in the column include a value of “M,” “Male,”
“F,” or “Female” because the data quality rule is named “gen-
der test” data quality rule (which matches the “gender” col-
umn name) or metadata for the data quality rule indicates that
the data quality rule is typically appropriate for columns of
data that have “gender” in the name.
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Further, the analysis used to infer data quality rules may
include running data quality rules against the data to be pro-
filed and/or cleansed and examining the results. For instance,
the system 300 may run all data quality rules stored in a rules
repository against the data to be profiled and/or cleansed and
determine a percentage of the data identified as having a
potential error for each of the data quality rules. The system
300 then may compare the determined percentages to one or
more thresholds that define typical or expected error rates and
determine whether each rule is producing typical or expected
error rates for the data to be profiled and/or cleansed. When
the system 300 determines that a rule is producing typical or
expected error rates (e.g., relatively low, but not zero) based
on the comparison, the system 300 infers that the rule may be
appropriate for the data to be profiled and/or cleansed. When
the system 300 determines that a rule is producing atypical or
unexpected error rates (e.g., relatively high error rate) based
on the comparison, the system 300 infers that the rule may be
inappropriate for the data to be profiled and/or cleansed.

The analysis used to infer data quality rules may include
evaluation of a combination of techniques discussed through-
outthis disclosure. For instance, the system 300 may compare
attribute headings of the data to be profiled and/or cleansed
with names and/or predefined data associated with data qual-
ity rules stored in the rules repository. When the system 300
finds a match based on the comparison, the system 300 may
run the matching data quality rule against the data to be
profiled and/or cleansed, evaluate the results, and only infer
that the matching data quality rule is appropriate when the
system 300 determines that the matching data quality rule is
producing typical or expected error rates.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process 500 for inferring data quality
rules. The process 500 may be used in inferring data quality
rules referenced above with respect to reference numeral 410.
The operations of the process 500 are described generally as
being performed by the system 300. In some implementa-
tions, operations of the process 500 may be performed by one
or more processors included in one or more electronic
devices.

The system 300 accesses data to be profiled and/or
cleansed (510). For example, the system 300 retrieves data to
be profiled and/or cleansed for a database through one or
more database queries. The system 300 also may access data
from a file, such as a spreadsheet file or a comma-separated
values file. The system 300 may determine which data to
access based on input provided by a user.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary user interface 600 that may
be used in discovering data quality rules. The system 300 may
use the user interface 600 to receive input identifying data to
be profiled and/or cleansed and then access the identified data
to be profiled and/or cleansed as discussed above with respect
to reference numeral 510. As shown, the user interface 600
includes an upload file button 610, a discover rules button
620, and a browse rules button 630. The upload file button
610, when pressed, causes an additional interface to be dis-
played that allows a user to locate and upload a comma-
separated values file that includes data to be profiled and/or
cleansed. The discover rules button 620, when pressed,
causes the system 300 to initiate a process to discover data
quality rules that are appropriate for the data included in the
comma-separated values file uploaded using the upload file
button 610. The browse rules button 630, when pressed,
causes the system 300 to display data quality rules discovered
through the discovery process initiated using the discover
rules button 620.

Referring again to FIG. 5, the system 300 sets parameters
for rule discovery (520). For instance, the system 300 may set
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parameters that define how rule discovery takes place in ana-
lyzing data to be profiled and/or cleansed. The parameters
may relate to a level of confidence the system 300 must have
in discovering a rule and preference for how rules are discov-
ered and/or what types of rules are discovered. The system
300 may receive user input defining parameters for rule dis-
covery and set the parameters based on the receive user input.
The system 300 may set parameters for each rule discovery
process performed or may set parameters that are applied to
multiple rule discovery processes performed on multiple data
files.

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary user interface 700 that may
be used to receive input defining parameters for rule discov-
ery. The system 300 may use the user interface 700 to receive
input defining parameters for rule discovery and then set
parameters for rule discovery as discussed above with respect
to reference numeral 520. The system 300 may display the
user interface 700 in response to receiving user selection of
the discover rules button 620 in the user interface 600.

The user interface 700 includes a parameter name column
710, a range column 720, and input parameter value column
730. The parameter name column 710 identifies the name of
each parameter that may be set for rule discovery. The range
column 720 identifies a range of permissible values for each
parameter that may be set for rule discovery. The input param-
eter value column 730 provides an input control for each
parameter that may be set for rule discovery and that allows a
user to provide user input to set the corresponding parameter.
Although the input controls shown in the input parameter
value column 730 are text box input controls that receive text
input, other types of inputs controls may be used in the input
parameter value column 730, such as radio buttons, drop-
down menus, etc.

As shown in the user interface 700, several parameters may
be set for rule discovery. For instance, a Project Name param-
eter may be set. The Project Name parameter has a range of
any text and defines the name of'the project to be created from
the rules discovery process. A Maximum Number of Rules
parameter may be set. The Maximum Number of Rules
parameter has a range of zero to five thousand and defines the
maximum number of rules that the system 300 will return as
part of the rules discovery process (e.g., an upper bound). In
some implementations, the system 300 may determine
whether the number of potential rules discovered exceeds the
Maximum Number of Rules parameter and, if so, select a
number of rules that corresponds to the Maximum Number of
Rules parameter. The system 300 may select rules that have
the highest confidence of being appropriate and/or rules that
have the highest potential impact on data quality.

A Coverage parameter may be set. The Coverage param-
eter has a range of zero to one hundred and defines the per-
centage of data that a rule must cover in order for the system
300 to return the rule to the user. Lower coverage will return
more rules, but will require longer discovery time.

An Expected Error parameter may be set. The Expected
Error parameter has a range of zero to one hundred and
defines the expected percentage of error in the dataset. The
system 300 may compare the Expected Error parameter to a
percentage of error computed for a particular data quality rule
and discover the particular data quality rule as being appro-
priate when the comparison reveals that the computed per-
centage of error is within a threshold of the Expected Error
parameter.

An Interest parameter may be set. The Interest parameter
has a range of ten to one hundred and defines the minimum
level of interest for a rule (as determined by whether the
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occurrence of the rule is due to random chance). Ten is the
lowest level of interest and a rule must exceed this threshold
in order for it to be returned.

A Maximum Number of Conditions parameter may be set.
The Maximum Number of Conditions parameter has a range
of one to ten and defines the maximum number of conditions
allowed on the left hand side of the rule. Rules having more
conditions than the Maximum Number of Conditions param-
eter are not considered as part of the rule discovery process.

A Maximum Number of Seeds parameter may be set. The
Maximum Number of Seeds parameter has a range of zero to
one thousand and defines the maximum number of combina-
tions of two attributes to consider. A larger number will result
in longer discovery time.

A Branch Limit parameter may be set. The Branch Limit
parameter has a range of one to twenty and defines the maxi-
mum number of new rules to generate from an existing rule if
it needs to be refined during the discovery process. A Record
Block Size parameter may be set. The Record Block Size
parameter has a range of five thousand to five hundred thou-
sand and defines the maximum number of records to examine
at a time.

A Column Strength parameter may be set. The Column
Strength parameter has a range of one to one hundred and
defines the minimum strength (e.g., correlation) that must
exist between in order for the system 300 to consider them as
a potential attribute pair from which to discover rules. A lower
strength will result in more potential attribute pairs.

A Stable Window parameter may be set. The Stable Win-
dow parameter has a range of one to fifty and defines the
window size over which the system 300 will determine
whether any more rules can be discovered.

A Preference parameter may be set. The Preference param-
eter has a range of “Favor Recall,” “Balance,” and “Favor
Precision.” “Favor Recall” causes the system 300 to focus on
discovering rules that can detect the largest number of defects
(at the expense of precision). “Favor Precision” causes the
system 300 to focus on rules with higher precision (at the
expense of recall). “Balance” causes the system 300 to pursue
a balanced strategy during rules discovery.

Referring again to FIG. 5, the system 300 analyzes the
accessed data based on the set parameters for rule discovery
(530). For example, the system 300 analyzes the accessed
datato be profiled and/or cleansed based on the parameters set
using the user interface 700. In this example, the system 300
analyzes the accessed data and the potential data quality rules
to attempt to identify whether particular data quality rules are
appropriate to discover in accordance with the preferences
defined by the parameters set using the user interface 700. For
instance, the system 300 may identify potential data quality
rules that have a number of conditions that is less than or equal
to the Maximum Number of Conditions parameter. The sys-
tem 300 then may analyze the accessed data to be profiled
and/or cleansed to determine a percentage of coverage of each
of the identified data quality rules and compares the percent-
age of coverage to the Coverage parameter. Any combination
of the parameters set using the user interface 700 may be
considered by the system 300 in performing rule discovery.

The system 300 discovers rules based on the analysis
(540). For instance, the system 300 identifies a set of data
quality rules that meet the parameters set using the user inter-
face 700 and discovers the identified set of data quality rules
as being potentially appropriate for the accessed data to be
profiled and/or cleansed. In the example described above with
respect to reference numeral 530, the system 300 identifies a
set of data quality rules that meet the Coverage parameter
based on the comparison of the percentage of coverage to the
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Coverage parameter. The system 300 then determines a num-
ber of data quality rules included in the identified set of data
quality rules, compares the number of data quality rules
included in the identified set of data quality rules to the
Maximum Number of Rules parameter, and discovers the
identified set of data quality rules when the comparison
reveals that the number of data quality rules included in the
identified set of data quality rules is less than or equal to the
Maximum Number of Rules parameter. When the compari-
son reveals that the number of data quality rules included in
the identified set of data quality rules is greater than the
Maximum Number of Rules parameter, the system 300 limits
the identified set of data quality rules to the Maximum Num-
ber of Rules based on, for example, highest percentage of
coverage. As mentioned above, any combination of the
parameters set using the user interface 700 may be considered
by the system 300 in performing rule discovery.

The system 300 outputs the discovered rules (550). For
instance, the system 300 displays the discovered rules, stores
the discovered rules in electronic storage (e.g., the rules
repository 140), sends the discovered rules in an electronic
communication (e.g., an electronic mail message), prints a
copy of the discovered rules using a printing device, or per-
forms any other output operation that allows a user to perceive
the discovered rules and use the discovered rules in a later
data quality processing operation. The system 300 may dis-
play the discovered rules in response to receiving user selec-
tion of the browse rules button 630 in the user interface 600.

Referring again to FIG. 4, the system 300 manages a rules
repository (420). For instance, the system 300 controls stor-
age of and manages profiling data quality rules stored in the
rules repository, cleansing data quality rules stored in the
rules repository, and linking data stored in the rules repository
that links profiling data quality rules with cleansing data
quality rules. The system 300 may manage the profiling data
quality rules, the cleansing data quality rules, and the linking
data based on user input received through one or more user
interfaces displayed by the system 300. The system 300 also
may organize the profiling data quality rules and the cleansing
data quality rules by industry to allow a user to select a
particular industry and receive a subset of the profiling data
quality rules and the cleansing data quality rules that are
relevant to the particular industry.

FIG. 8illustrates a process 800 for managing a rules reposi-
tory. The process 800 may be used in managing a rules reposi-
tory referenced above with respect to reference numeral 420.
The operations of the process 800 are described generally as
being performed by the system 300. In some implementa-
tions, operations of the process 800 may be performed by one
or more processors included in one or more electronic
devices.

The system 300 accesses automatically inferred profiling
and/or cleansing data quality rules (810). For instance, the
system 300 accesses profiling and/or cleansing data quality
rules that were inferred as discussed above with respect to
reference numeral 410 and/or profiling and/or cleansing data
quality rules that were discovered as part of the process 500
discussed above. The system 300 may access the automati-
cally inferred profiling and/or cleansing data quality rules
from electronic storage (e.g., a rules repository or temporary
storage).

The system 300 receives input defining profiling and/or
cleansing data quality rules (820). For example, the system
300 displays a user interface that allows a user to define a data
quality rule and receives user input entered into the displayed
user interface. In this example, the system 300 may receive
user input defining a name of a data quality rule, whether the
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data quality rule is a profiling or cleansing data quality rule,
conditions of the data quality rule, and any other parameter
that may be used in defining data quality rules.

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary user interface 900 that may
be used to receive input defining profiling and/or cleansing
rules. The system 300 may use the user interface 900 to
receive input defining profiling and/or cleansing data quality
rules as discussed above with respect to reference numeral
820. As shown, the user interface 900 includes input controls
that allow a user to define a new data quality rule.

The user interface 900 includes a Rule Name text box
which receives text input that defines a name of the new data
quality rule. The user interface 900 also includes a Rule Type
drop-down menu control that receives user input selecting
whether the new data quality rule is a profiling rule or a
cleansing rule. The user interface 900 further includes a DQ
Rule Type drop-down menu control that receives user input
selecting whether the new data quality rule is a column rule,
a structure rule, or a business rule.

In addition, the user interface 900 includes a Condition text
box which receives text input that defines one or more con-
ditions for the new data quality rule. The user interface 900
also includes a New Value text box which receives text input
that defines one or more parameters for setting a new value
when the new data quality rule is a cleansing data quality rule
and data needs to be cleansed. The user interface 900 further
includes an In Source text box which receives text input that
defines a source (e.g., database) for the new data quality rule.

The user interface 900 includes Null, Key, Created in IA,
and Transferred check boxes. The Created in IA check box
indicates whether the new data quality rule was created in
another data quality management and/or processing system.
In this example, the Created in IA check box indicates
whether the new data quality rule was created in the Informa-
tion Analyzer product provided by IBM Corporation. Infor-
mation Analyzer is one example of another data quality man-
agement and/or processing system in which new data quality
rules may be created. Other types of data quality management
and/or processing system may be used.

The Null, Key, and Transferred check boxes receive user
input selecting whether or not the new data quality rule is null,
is key, and has been transterred. The user interface 900 also
includes a Formatting text box which receives text input that
defines information related to formatting for the new data
quality rule. The user interface 900 further includes a Join
Type text box which receives text input that defines informa-
tion related to join type for the new data quality rule.

The user interface 900 includes a Cancel button and a Save
button. The Cancel button cancels the process of adding a new
rule and ends the process of adding a new rule without adding
a new rule to the rules repository. The Save button causes a
new rule to be saved in the rules repository based on the input
provided in the user interface 900.

Referring again to FIG. 8, the system 300 links profiling
and cleansing data quality rules (830). For example, the sys-
tem 300 receives user input selecting a cleansing data quality
rule to link with a profiling data quality rule. In this example,
the system 300 links the selected cleansing data quality rule
with the profiling data quality rule. The system 300 may
receive user input defining many pairs of profiling and cleans-
ing data quality rules to link together such that the system 300
created many pairs of linked profiling and cleansing data
quality rules. The system 300 also may link a single profiling
data quality rule with multiple cleansing data quality rules or
may link multiple profiling data quality rules with a single
cleansing data quality rule.
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The system 300 organizes data quality rules by industry
(840). For example, the system 300 receives user input select-
ing an industry and profiling and/or cleansing data quality
rules that are appropriate for the selected industry. In this
example, the system 300 organizes the selected profiling and/
or cleansing data quality rules within the selected industry.
The system 300 may receive user input defining many profil-
ing and cleansing data quality rules to organize within the
selected industry and may organize data quality rules across
many, different industries such that a user is able to perceive
data quality rules that are appropriate for an industry in which
the user is interested in assessing quality of data. The system
300 may organize a single data quality rule within a single
industry, within multiple, different industries, or within all
industries.

The system 300 stores, in a rules repository, profiling and
cleansing data quality rules organized by industry and with
linking data that links profiling and cleansing data quality
rules (850). For instance, the system 300 stores automatically
inferred profiling and cleansing data quality rules that were
accessed and stores profiling and cleansing data quality that
were defined by input received by the system 300. The system
300 may present the automatically inferred profiling and
cleansing data quality rules to a user for selection and store
only those automatically inferred profiling and cleansing data
quality rules selected by the user as being appropriate.

The system 300 also stores linking data that links profiling
and cleansing data quality rules. For example, the system 300
stores linking data for profiling and cleansing data quality
rules that were linked based on user input received by the
system 300. In this example, the system 300 may store linking
data that creates many linked pairs of profiling and cleansing
data quality rules in the rule repository. The system 300 may
store linking data separate from the data quality rules or as a
parameter of each data quality rule that includes an identifier
for another data quality rule to which the data quality rule or
anull value if the data quality rule is not linked to another data
quality rule.

The system 300 further stores industry data that organizes
profiling and cleansing data quality rules by industry. For
example, the system 300 stores industry data for profiling and
cleansing data quality rules based on organization of profiling
and cleansing data quality rules discussed above with respect
to reference numeral 840. In this example, the system 300
may store industry data that organizes profiling and cleansing
data quality rules in the rule repository with respect to many,
different industries. The system 300 may store industry data
separate from the data quality rules or as a parameter of each
data quality rule that indicates which one or more industries
the data quality rule is organized within.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary data structure 1000 that
may be used to store profiling and/or cleansing rules. As
shown, the data structure 1000 includes an Identifier field
1005, an In_Source field 1010, a Rule_Name field 1015, a
Condition field 1020, a Rule_Type field 1025, an IsNull field
1030, an IsKey field 1035, a Formatting field 1040, a
Created_In_IA field 1045, a Transferred field 1050, an Indus-
try field 1055, a Link_Data field 1060, and a DQ_Rule_Type
field 1065. The Identifier field 1005 stores data defining a
unique identifier for the data quality rule.

The In_Source field 1010 stores data defining a source
(e.g., database) for the data quality rule. The Rule Name field
1015 stores data defining a name of the data quality rule. The
Condition field 1020 stores data defining one or more condi-
tions for the data quality rule. The Rule_Type field 1025
stores data defining whether the data quality rule is a profiling
rule or a cleansing rule.
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The IsNull field 1030 stores data defining whether or not
the data quality rule is null. The IsKey field 1035 stores data
defining whether or not the data quality rule is key. The
Formatting field 1040 stores data defining information related
to formatting for the data quality rule.

The Created_In_IA field 1045 stores data defining whether
or not the data quality rule was created in another data quality
management and/or processing system. The Transferred field
1050 stores data defining whether or not the data quality rule
has been transferred. The DQ_Rule_Type field 1065 stores
data defining whether the data quality rule is a column rule, a
structure rule, or a business rule.

The Industry field 1055 stores data defining one or more
industries the data quality rule is organized within. The Indus-
try field 1055 may be queried by the system 300 to generate a
list of data quality rules are appropriate for a particular indus-
try.

The Link_Data field 1060 stores linking data defining one
or more other data quality rules to which the data quality rule
is linked. The Link_Data field 1060 may store an identifier of
one or more other data quality rules to which the data quality
rule is linked. The system 300 may reference the Link_Data
field 1060 to determine whether a data quality rule is linked to
another data quality rule and, if so, which other data quality
rule.

Referring again to FIG. 8, the system 300 allows modifi-
cation of rules data in the rules repository (860). For example,
the system 300 allows a user to delete data quality rules,
modify parameters of data quality rules, change or add link-
ing data for data quality rules, and change industry organiza-
tion for data quality rules. In this example, the system 300
may display user interfaces that allow a user to provide input
modifying rules data in the rules repository and modify the
rules data (e.g., profiling and cleansing data quality rules data,
linking data, and industry data) based on user input received
through the user interfaces. The system 300 may allow users
to modify any parameters associated with the rules repository
and the rules data stored in the rules repository.

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary user interface 1100 that
may be used in searching for data quality rules. The system
300 may use the user interface 1100 to receive input that
allows modification of rules data in the rules repository as
discussed above with respect to reference numeral 860. As
shown, the user interface 1100 includes a Rule Name text box
that receives user input defining a search query for data qual-
ity rules in the rules repository. The search query in the Rule
Name text box may be used to search for data quality rules
that have a name matching the search query.

The user interface 1100 also includes a Back button that
cancels the process of searching for data quality rules and
returns to a prior user interface displayed in performing data
quality rules management. The user interface 1100 further
includes a Search button that causes the system 300 to per-
form a search for data quality rules in the rules repository
based on the search query received in the Rule Name text box.
The system 300 identifies data quality rules in the rules
repository that match the search query based on performance
of the search.

FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary user interface 1200 that
may be used to display search results when searching for data
quality rules. The system 300 may use the user interface 1200
to receive input that allows modification of rules data in the
rules repository as discussed above with respect to reference
numeral 860. As shown, the user interface 1200 presents a list
of'data quality rules identified in a search performed based on
input received through the interface 1100. In this example, the
list includes four data quality rules that match the search
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query received through the interface 1100. The user interface
1200 may include more or fewer (perhaps none) matching
data quality rules depending on results of the search.

The uvser interface 1200 also includes selection radio but-
tons that allow a user to select one or more of the data quality
rules included in the list. The user interface 1200 further
includes a Back button and a Lock Rule button. The Back
button cancels the process of reviewing data quality rules
returned as search results and returns to the user interface
1100. The Lock Rule button causes the system 300 to lock any
of'the data quality rules included in the list of results that were
selected using the radio buttons. For example, the system 300
locks one or more selected data quality rules based on the
selection of the Lock Rule button. In this example, the system
300 allows changes to the one or more locked data quality rule
based on the locking and prevents changes to data quality
rules that are not locked. The system 300 also prevents locked
data quality rules from being used in a data quality process
because the locked data quality rules are possibly being modi-
fied. The system 300 further allows unlocked data quality
rules to be used in a data quality process because the unlocked
data quality rules are not being modified.

FIG. 13 illustrates an exemplary user interface 1300 that
may be used to display a selected and locked data quality rule.
The user interface 1300 may be displayed based on selection
of the radio button associated with the Rule Customer Name
in the user interface 1200 and then selection of the Lock Rule
button in the user interface 1200. The user interface 1300
displays attributes of the locked data quality rule and includes
an Unlock button that causes the system 300 to unlock the
data quality rule and return the user interface 1200. When the
Unlock button is selected, the system 300 prevents changes to
the unlocked data quality rule and allows the unlocked data
quality rule to be used in a data quality process.

The user interface 1300 also includes a Delete DQ Rule
control and a Modify DQ Rule control. The Delete DQ Rule
control allows a user to delete the locked data quality rule.
When the Delete DQ Rule control is selected, the system 300
deletes the locked data quality rule by removing the locked
data quality rule from the rules repository. The system 300
may confirm that the user wishes to delete the locked data
quality rule prior to performing the deletion. The Modify DQ
Rule control causes the system 300 to display another user
interface that allows a user to modify attributes of the locked
data quality rule.

FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary user interface 1400 that
may be used to receive input defining modifications to a data
quality rule. The user interface 1400 may be displayed based
on selection of the Modify DQ Rule control in the user inter-
face 1300. As shown, the user interface 1400 includes com-
ponents that are similar to the components included in the
user interface 900. The system 300 displays the user interface
1400 with current values for the locked data quality rule filled
in and allows a user to modify any of the attributes of the
locked data quality rule. The system 300 receives modifica-
tions to the locked data quality rule and, when the Save button
is selected, modifies attributes of the locked data quality in the
rules repository based on the received modifications.

Referring again to FIG. 4, the system 300 migrates data
quality rules to one or more data quality processing systems
(430). For instance, the system 300 migrates profiling data
quality rules to one or more data quality processing systems
and migrates cleansing data quality rules to one or more data
quality processing systems. The system 300 also may migrate
linked pairs of data quality rules that have a profiling data
quality rule linked to a cleansing data quality rule by linking
data in the rules repository.
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In migrating data quality rules to one or more data quality
processing systems, the system 300 may transform a format
of the data quality rules. For example, the system 300 may
store the data quality rules in the rules repository in a generic
format that is agnostic to the system that will execute the data
quality rules. In this example, the system 300 converts the
data quality rules from the generic format to a format used by
the one or more data quality processing systems that will
execute the data quality rules. The system 300 may migrate
the data quality rules to a single data quality processing sys-
tem or multiple, different data quality processing systems that
use different formats. The system 300 may include configu-
ration data that allows the system 300 to convert the data
quality rules from the generic format to a format appropriate
for the one or more data quality processing systems that will
be executing the rules. After conversion, the system 300 sends
the converted data quality rules to the one or more data quality
processing systems for execution against data to be profiled
and/or cleansed.

FIG. 15 illustrates a process 1500 for migrating data qual-
ity rules to one or more data quality processing systems. The
process 1500 may be used in migrating data quality rules
referenced above with respect to reference numeral 430. The
operations of the process 1500 are described generally as
being performed by the system 300. In some implementa-
tions, operations of the process 1500 may be performed by
one or more processors included in one or more electronic
devices.

The system 300 presents rules for selection organized by
industry (1510). For example, the system 300 causes display
of an interface that shows rules stored in the rules repository
in a manner that allows a user to perceive rules organized by
industry. In this example, the system 300 may display the
interface with industry headers and display data quality rules
for each industry arranged in a list under the appropriate
industry header. The industry headers may have controls that
allow a user to display and hide data quality rules arranged
under the industry headers.

The system 300 also may display a list of industries that
may be selected by a user. When the system 300 receives
selection of an industry from the list, the system 300 displays
the data quality rules that are organized within the selected
industry. The system 300 may perform additional organizing
of data quality rules, such as organizing data quality rules in
sub-industries and/or by type (e.g., profiling data quality
rules, cleansing data quality rules, column data quality rules,
structure data quality rules, business data quality rules, etc.).
By presenting rules for selection organized by industry, the
system 300 allows users to take advantage of past industry
experience and industry expertise that was used to organize
the data quality rules by industry in the rules repository.

The system 300 receives selection of rules to migrate
(1520). For instance, the system 300 receives user input
selecting one or more data quality rules to migrate to a data
quality processing system. The user input may include selec-
tion of individual data quality rules to migrate or selection of
groups of data quality rules to migrate (e.g., user input select-
ing all rules organized within a particular industry). The sys-
tem 300 may receive user input selecting profiling data qual-
ity rules only, cleansing data quality rules only, or a
combination of profiling data quality rules and cleansing data
quality rules.

The system 300 identifies a data quality processing system
to which the selected rules are to be migrated (1530). For
example, the system 300 accesses stored data that indicates
one or more data quality processing systems used by a user
that selected the rules to migrate. In this example, the system
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300 identifies one or more data quality processing systems to
which the selected rules are to be migrated based on the
accessed data. The system 300 also may access data that
indicates one or more data quality processing systems that are
predefined to be used for migration of data quality rules and
identify the one or more predefined data quality processing
systems.

In some implementations, the system 300 is able to connect
to and migrate data quality rules to multiple, different data
quality processing systems. In these implementations, the
system 300 may present a list of the multiple, different data
quality processing systems that are available and allow the
user to select one or more of the multiple, different data
quality processing systems that are available. In these imple-
mentations, the system 300 may identify a subset of the
multiple, different data quality processing systems based on
user selection input. For instance, when the system 300
receives user input selecting, from among the multiple, dif-
ferent data quality processing systems that are available, a
particular data quality processing system, the system 300
identifies the particular data quality processing system as the
data quality processing system to which the selected rules are
to be migrated.

The system 300 transforms the selected rules and rules
linked to the selected rules to a format suitable for the iden-
tified data quality processing system (1540). For instance, the
selected data quality rules may be stored in a rules repository
in a generic format. Accordingly, the selected data quality
rules need to be transformed into a format used by the one or
more identified data quality processing systems for execu-
tion.

To transform the selected data quality rules, the system 300
accesses conversion data that defines the format used by the
one or more identified data quality processing systems and
how to convert data quality rules stored in the generic format
to the format used by the one or more identified data quality
processing systems. The system 300 then uses the accessed
conversion data and transforms the selected data quality rules
into the appropriate format. When only a single data quality
processing system has been identified, the system 300 con-
verts the selected data quality rules into the appropriate for-
mat for the single data quality processing system.

When multiple, different data quality processing systems
have been identified, the system 300 converts portions of the
selected data quality rules into multiple, different formats
used by the multiple, different data quality processing sys-
tems. For example, when the system 300 identifies two data
quality processing systems, the system 300 may transform a
first subset of the selected data quality rules into a first format
used by a first data quality processing system and may trans-
form a second subset of the selected data quality rules into a
second format used by a second data quality processing sys-
tem. In this example, the first and second subsets may, in
combination, include all of the selected data quality rules. In
addition, some data quality rules may overlap the first subset
and second subset depending on which data quality rules
were selected to be migrated to which one or both of the first
and second data quality processing systems. In another
example, when the system 300 identifies two data quality
processing systems, the system 300 may transform all of the
selected data quality rules into a first format used by a first
data quality processing system and may transform all of the
selected data quality rules into a second format used by a
second data quality processing system.

Inaddition to the selected data quality rules, the system 300
also considers data quality rules linked to the selected data
quality rules in performing migration. For instance, the sys-
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tem 300 may access linking data associated with the selected
data quality rules and, based on the linking data, determine
whether any of the selected data quality rules are linked to
other data quality rules. In response to a determination that at
least a portion of the selected data quality rules are linked to
other data quality rules, the system 300 identifies, based on
the linking data, all data quality rules that are linked to one or
more of the selected data quality rules and not included in the
selected data quality rules. The system 300 then accesses the
linked data quality rules and transforms, in addition to the
selected data quality rules, the linked data quality rules into a
format suitable for the identified one or more data quality
processing systems. By transforming the linked data quality
rules with the selected data quality rules without requiring the
user to identify the linked data quality rules, the system 300
may enhance user convenience by ensuring all appropriate
data quality rules are transformed without requiring the user
to take time in selecting the linked data quality rules. The
system 300 may allow a user to select whether or not linked
data quality rules should be migrated. The system also may
present the linked data quality rules to the user and ask the
user to confirm that the linked data quality rules should be
migrated with the selected data quality rules.

The system 300 sends the transformed data quality rules to
the identified data quality processing system (1550). For
example, after the data quality rules have been transformed
into the appropriate format, the system 300 sends the trans-
formed data quality rules to the identified one or more data
quality processing systems using one or more electronic com-
munications. In this example, the system 300 may establish,
over a network, a connection with the one or more data quality
processing systems and load the transformed data quality
rules to the identified one or more data quality processing
systems over the established connection. Any type of elec-
tronic communication may be used to send the transformed
data quality rules to the identified one or more data quality
processing systems.

FIG. 16 illustrates an exemplary system 1600 in which
rules are being migrated from a rules repository to data qual-
ity processing systems. The system 1600 includes a rules
repository 1610 and multiple, different data quality process-
ing systems 1650, 1660, and 1670. The system 1600 may be
used in implementing the process 1500 discussed above with
respect to FIG. 15.

As shown, data quality rules 1620 are accessed from the
rules repository 1610. The data quality rules 1620 include
data quality rules selected by a user and data quality rules
linked to the selected data quality rules by linking data stored
in the rules repository 1610. The data quality rules 1620 may
be stored in a generic format (e.g., a format that is not used by
any of the data quality processing systems 1650, 1660, and
1670) and may include both profiling data quality rules and
cleansing data quality rules. The data quality rules 1620 may
be accessed from the rules repository 1610 by a data quality
management system as described throughout this disclosure.

After the data quality rules 1620 are accessed, the data
quality rules 1620 are divided into two subsets and trans-
formed. For example, as shown, a first subset of data quality
rules 1630 is being migrated to a first data quality processing
system 1650. In this example, data quality rules included in
the first subset of data quality rules 1630 are transformed into
a first format that is used by the first data quality processing
system 1650 and then sent to the first data quality processing
system 1650 after transformation. A second subset of data
quality rules 1640 is being migrated to a third data quality
processing system 1670. Data quality rules included in the
second subset of data quality rules 1640 are transformed into
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a third format that is used by the third data quality processing
system 1670 and then sent to the third data quality processing
system 1670 after transformation.

In the example shown in FIG. 16, some of the data quality
rules 1620 are migrated to the first data quality processing
system 1650 and some of the data quality rules 1620 are
migrated to the third data quality processing system 1670. In
this regard, each of the first data quality processing system
1650 and the third data quality processing system 1670
receive data quality rules in their respective formats and are
able to execute the received data quality rules against data to
be profiled and/or cleansed. This configuration may allow
relatively easy comparison testing of data quality processing
systems and also may allow for flexibility in which data
quality processing systems are used by a company and for
which tasks. For instance, in the example shown in FIG. 16,
the first data quality processing system 1650 may be a system
that profiles data (or a system that performs profiling rela-
tively well, but cleansing relatively poorly) and the third data
quality processing system 1670 may be a system that cleanses
data (or a system that performs cleansing relatively well, but
profiling relatively poorly). Accordingly, the first subset of
data quality rules 1630 may be profiling data quality rules that
are migrated to the first data quality processing system 1650
and the second subset of data quality rules 1640 may be
cleansing data quality rules that are migrated to the third data
quality processing system 1670.

Referring again to FIG. 4, the system 300 manages and
monitors a data quality process performed by the one or more
data quality processing systems using the migrated data qual-
ity rules (440). For instance, the system 300 manages a data
quality process performed by the one or more data quality
processing systems using migrated profiling data quality
rules and migrated cleansing data quality rules. The system
300 may control the one or more data quality processing
systems execute the migrated data quality rules. The system
300 also monitors the data quality process performed by the
data quality processing system using the migrated data qual-
ity rules.

In some implementations, when the migrated data quality
rules include one or more linked pairs of data quality rules
that have a profiling data quality rule linked to a cleansing
data quality rule, the system 300 controls the one or more data
quality processing systems to execute the one or more linked
pairs of data quality rules in a coordinated manner. In these
implementations, the system 300 recognizes that a profiling
data quality rule is linked to a cleansing data quality rule
based on stored linking data that links the profiling data
quality rule to the cleansing data quality rule. Based on the
recognition, the system 300 controls the data quality process-
ing system to execute the profiling data quality rule to identify
errors in data records and, without user input after controlling
the data quality processing system to execute the profiling
data quality rule, controls the data quality processing system
to execute the cleansing data quality rule on the data records
identified as having errors according to the profiling data
quality rule. The system 300 may coordinate execution of
linked profiling and cleansing data quality rules across mul-
tiple, different data quality processing systems.

FIG. 17A illustrates a process 1700 for managing and
monitoring a data quality process. The process 1700 may be
used in managing and monitoring a data quality process ref-
erenced above with respect to reference numeral 440. The
operations of the process 1700 are described generally as
being performed by the system 300. In some implementa-
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tions, operations of the process 1700 may be performed by
one or more processors included in one or more electronic
devices.

The system 300 allows a data quality processing system to
access data to be profiled and/or cleansed (1710). For
example, the system 300 may provide the data quality pro-
cessing system with information about a data source that
allows the data quality processing system to access the data to
be profiled and/or cleansed. In this example, the system 300
may provide the data quality processing system with infor-
mation identifying the data source (e.g., a name and network
address of a database system), a location of the data to be
profiled and/or cleansed within the data source (e.g., one or
more database table names within the data source or a query
that may be used to extract the data from the data source), and
access information that provides access to the data source
(e.g., credentials, such as a password, needed to access the
data source). The system 300 also may access the data to be
profiled and/or cleansed itself and send the data to be profiled
and/or cleansed to the data quality processing system.

In some implementations, the system 300 may allow data
quality processing by creating a job in an execution workflow
engine included in the system 300. In these implementations,
the system 300 may add a new job to the workflow, set
dependencies for parent and child jobs, and control the execu-
tion workflow engine to handle the processing. An execution
workflow engine and techniques for controlling the execution
workflow engine are described in co-pending application Ser.
No. 12/057,958, titled “System And Method For Automating
ETL Applications,” which is incorporated by reference in its
entirety for all purposes. The techniques described in appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/057,958 may be used to allow a data quality
processing system to access data to be profiled and/or
cleansed.

The system 300 controls the data quality processing system
to execute migrated data quality rules including coordinated
execution of linked profiling and cleansing rules (1720). For
example, the system 300 sends instructions to the data quality
processing system to run the migrated data quality rules
against the data to be profiled and/or cleansed. The system
300 also coordinates execution of linked profiling and cleans-
ing rules by controlling the data quality processing system to
execute the profiling data quality rule first and then control-
ling the data quality processing system to execute the cleans-
ing data quality rule. The system 300 also may determine
whether execution of the linked cleansing data quality rule is
even necessary based on results of the linked profiling data
quality rule (e.g., execute linked cleansing data quality rule
only when execution of the linked profiling data quality rule
identifies more than a threshold number of errors in the data to
be profiled and/or cleansed. The system 300 may coordinate
execution of linked profiling and cleansing data quality rules
across multiple, different data quality processing systems.

In some examples, the system 300 may use a number of
prebuilt reports for monitoring data quality processing and
data quality results. In these examples, the system 300 may
generate, based on results of data quality processing, the
prebuilt reports within predefined parameters for data to
include in the prebuilt reports. FIG. 17B illustrates an
example user interface 1701 that displays available prebuilt
reports and allows auser to select one or more prebuilt reports
to be generated by the system 300. As shown, the prebuilt
reports may include a job list report, a job link history per job
report, a job link per session identifier report, an error history
report, a job history report, a real time monitoring report, a
session history report, a subject area history report, a subject
area key performance indicator per session identifier report,
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and a subject area key performance indicator per area report.
FIG. 17C illustrates an example real time monitoring report
1702. The real time monitoring report 1702 shows real time
information related to execution of data quality processing
jobs. For instance, as shown, the real time monitoring report
1702 includes, for each job, a job name, a session identifier, a
start date, an end date, a number of times executed, a status of
the last run, a total number of row reads, a total number of row
writes, a total number of row errors, a source name, a target
name, and an end state.

The system 300 monitors results of profiling and/or cleans-
ing performed by the data quality processing system (1730).
For instance, the system 300 tracks which profiling data qual-
ity rules have been executed and which cleansing data quality
rules have been executed.

For profiling data quality rules, the system 300 tracks, for
each profiling data quality rule, a number of times the profil-
ing data quality rule has been applied with an acceptable
result (e.g., no error) and a number of times the profiling data
quality rule has been applied with an unacceptable result
(e.g., error found). The system 300 also tracks, for each pro-
filing data quality rule, which data records have received an
acceptable result and which data records have received an
unacceptable result.

For cleansing data quality rules, the system 300 tracks, for
each cleansing data quality rule, a number of times the cleans-
ing data quality rule has been applied where cleansing was
unnecessary and a number of times the cleansing data quality
rule has been applied where cleansing was necessary. The
system 300 also tracks, for each cleansing data quality rule,
which data records have been cleansed and which data
records have not been cleansed.

By monitoring both profiling and cleansing operations, the
system 300 tracks early stages of data profiling with later
stages of data cleansing. The system 300 monitors all steps of
data quality processing to provide an end-to-end view of data
quality assessment. In this regard, the system 300 is able to tie
early stage profiling operations together with later stage
cleansing operations to provide a holistic view of data quality.

The system 300 generates reports based on the results of
profiling and/or cleansing performed by the data quality pro-
cessing system (1740). For example, the system 300 gener-
ates reports based on the tracked data monitored from results
of profiling and/or cleansing performed by the data quality
processing system. In this example, the system 300 may
generate reports that include any combination of the tracked
data described throughout this disclosure and may generate
reports that link profiling operations with cleansing opera-
tions (or at least include data related to profiling operations
and data related to cleansing operations). The system 300
may generate reports that include data descriptive of which
profiling data quality rules have been executed, which cleans-
ing data quality rules have been executed, a number of times
profiling data quality rules have been applied with an accept-
able result, a number oftimes profiling data quality rules have
been applied with an unacceptable result, which data records
have received an acceptable result from profiling, which data
records have received an unacceptable result from profiling, a
number of times cleansing data quality rules have been
applied where cleansing was unnecessary, a number of times
cleansing data quality rules have been applied where cleans-
ing was necessary, which data records have been cleansed,
and/or which data records have not been cleansed. The system
300 may generate any of the reports shown in FIGS. 18-23.

By integrating both profiling and cleansing data in the
generated reports, the system 300 is able to provide report
information for all steps of data quality processing to provide
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an end-to-end view of data quality assessment. In this regard,
the system 300 report on early stage profiling operations
together with later stage cleansing operations to provide a
holistic view of data quality.

The system 300 outputs the generated reports and, when
the data quality processing system is controlled to perform
cleansing operations, provides cleansed data (1750). For
instance, the system 300 displays the generated reports, stores
the generated reports in electronic storage, sends the gener-
ated reports in an electronic communication (e.g., an elec-
tronic mail message), prints a copy of the generated reports
using a printing device, or performs any other output opera-
tion that allows a user to perceive the generated reports. The
system 300 may output any of the reports shown in FIGS.
18-23.

When the data quality processing system is controlled to
perform cleansing operations, the system 300 provides
cleansed data such that the cleansed data may be used to
replace the accessed data prior to cleansing. For instance, the
system 300 may send the cleansed data to a database system
for handling or may store the cleansed data in a database table
that is accessible to the user that initiated the cleansing. The
database table may be anew database table created to store the
cleansed data or may be an old database table that is over-
written with the cleansed data.

FIG. 18 illustrates an exemplary rules report 1800 that may
be generated and output. The rules report 1800 shows infor-
mation about all the rules applied during profiling and/or
cleansing data quality processes. For example, for each rule
applied, the rules report 1800 lists the condition defined by
the rule, the rule type (e.g., profiling or cleansing), the data
quality rule type (e.g., column, structure, or business), how
many records the rule has been applied to with an acceptable
result (e.g., passes the condition defined by the rule), and how
many records the rule has been applied to with an unaccept-
able result (e.g., does not pass the condition defined by the
rule). The system may generate the rules report 1800 for the
most recent execution or for a combination of past executions
of data quality processes.

FIG. 19 illustrates an exemplary profiling analysis report
1900 that may be generated and output. The profiling analysis
report 1900 shows information about two concepts including
profiling number and profiling analysis. The profiling number
is the total number of records and how many records any
profiling rule has been applied to with an unacceptable result
(e.g., does not pass the condition defined by the rule). The
profiling analysis is the number of times that a profiling rule
has been applied with an acceptable result (e.g., passes the
condition defined by the rule) and the number of times that a
profiling rule has been applied with an unacceptable result
(e.g., does not pass the condition defined by the rule). The
system may generate the profiling analysis report 1900 for the
most recent execution or for a combination of past executions
of data quality processes.

FIG. 20 illustrates an exemplary cleansing analysis report
2000 that may be generated and output. The cleansing analy-
sis report 2000 shows information about two concepts includ-
ing cleansing number and cleansing analysis. The cleansing
number is the total number of records and how many records
any cleansing rule has been applied where it was necessary to
perform cleansing. The cleansing analysis is the number of
times that a cleansing rule has been applied where it was
necessary to perform cleansing and the number of times that
a cleansing rule has been applied where it was unnecessary to
perform cleansing. The system may generate the cleansing
analysis report 2000 for the most recent execution or for a
combination of past executions of data quality processes.
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FIG. 21 illustrates an exemplary profiling input report 2100
that may be generated and output. The profiling input report
2100 shows information about all records each rule has been
applied to with an unacceptable result (e.g., does not pass the
condition defined by the rule). For each record with an unac-
ceptable result, the profiling input report 2100 shows the rule
applied, the condition, and the data quality rule type (e.g.,
column, structure, or business). The system may generate the
profiling input report 2100 for the most recent execution or
for a combination of past executions of data quality pro-
cesses.

FIG. 22 illustrates an exemplary cleansing input report
2200 that may be generated and output. The cleansing input
report 2200 shows information about all records each rule has
been applied to where cleansing was performed. For each
record where cleansing was performed, the cleansing input
report 2200 shows the rule applied, the condition, and the data
quality rule type (e.g., column, structure, or business). The
system may generate the cleansing input report 2200 for the
most recent execution or for a combination of past executions
of data quality processes.

FIG. 23 illustrates an exemplary last execution results
report 2300 that may be generated and output. The last execu-
tion results report 2300 shows information about records
analyzed in the five most recent executions. For each execu-
tion, the last execution results report 2300 shows the total
number of records analyzed, how many records had an error
based on profiling analysis, and how many records needed
cleansing based on cleansing analysis.

FIG. 24 is a schematic diagram of an example of a generic
computer system 2400. The system 2400 can be used for the
operations described in association with the processes 400,
500, 800, 1500, and 1700, according to some implementa-
tions. The system 2400 may be included in the systems 100,
300, and 1600.

The system 2400 includes a processor 2410, a memory
2420, a storage device 2430, and an input/output device 2440.
Each of the components 2410, 2420, 2430, and 2440 are
interconnected using a system bus 2450. The processor 2410
is capable of processing instructions for execution within the
system 2400. In one implementation, the processor 2410 is a
single-threaded processor. In another implementation, the
processor 2410 is a multi-threaded processor. The processor
2410 is capable of processing instructions stored in the
memory 2420 or on the storage device 2430 to display graphi-
cal information for a user interface on the input/output device
2440.

The memory 2420 stores information within the system
2400. In one implementation, the memory 2420 is a com-
puter-readable medium. In one implementation, the memory
2420 is a volatile memory unit. In another implementation,
the memory 2420 is a non-volatile memory unit. The proces-
sor 2410 and the memory 2420 may perform data manipula-
tion and validation, including execution of data quality jobs.

The storage device 2430 is capable of providing mass
storage for the system 2400. In one implementation, the stor-
age device 2430 is a computer-readable medium. In various
different implementations, the storage device 2430 may be a
floppy disk device, a hard disk device, an optical disk device,
or a tape device. The storage device 2430 may store monitor-
ing data collected and data quality rule representations.

The input/output device 2440 provides input/output opera-
tions for the system 2400. In one implementation, the input/
output device 2440 includes a keyboard and/or pointing
device. In another implementation, the input/output device
2440 includes a display unit for displaying graphical user
interfaces. The input/output device 2440 may be used to
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perform data exchange with source and target data quality
management and/or processing systems.

The features described can be implemented in digital elec-
tronic circuitry, or in computer hardware, firmware, software,
or in combinations of them. The apparatus can be imple-
mented in a computer program product tangibly embodied in
an information carrier, e.g., in a machine-readable storage
device, for execution by a programmable processor; and
method steps can be performed by a programmable processor
executing a program of instructions to perform functions of
the described implementations by operating on input data and
generating output. The described features can be imple-
mented advantageously in one or more computer programs
that are executable on a programmable system including at
least one programmable processor coupled to receive data
and instructions from, and to transmit data and instructions to,
a data storage system, at least one input device, and at least
one output device. A computer program is a set of instructions
that can be used, directly or indirectly, in a computer to
perform a certain activity or bring about a certain result. A
computer program can be written in any form of program-
ming language, including compiled or interpreted languages,
and it can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, or other unit
suitable for use in a computing environment.

Suitable processors for the execution of a program of
instructions include, by way of example, both general and
special purpose microprocessors, and the sole processor or
one of multiple processors of any kind of computer. Gener-
ally, a processor will receive instructions and data from a
read-only memory or a random access memory or both. The
elements of a computer are a processor for executing instruc-
tions and one or more memories for storing instructions and
data. Generally, a computer will also include, or be opera-
tively coupled to communicate with, one or more mass stor-
age devices for storing data files; such devices include mag-
netic disks, such as internal hard disks and removable disks;
magneto-optical disks; and optical disks. Storage devices
suitable for tangibly embodying computer program instruc-
tions and data include all forms of non-volatile memory,
including by way of example semiconductor memory
devices, such as EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory
devices; magnetic disks such as internal hard disks and
removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-ROM and
DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory can be
supplemented by, or incorporated in, ASICs (application-
specific integrated circuits).

To provide for interaction with a user, the features can be
implemented on a computer having a display device such as a
CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) moni-
tor for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and
apointing device such as a mouse or a trackball by which the
user can provide input to the computer.

The features can be implemented in a computer system that
includes a back-end component, such as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, such as an application
server or an Internet server, or that includes a front-end com-
ponent, such as a client computer having a graphical user
interface or an Internet browser, or any combination of them.
The components of the system can be connected by any form
or medium of digital data communication such as a commu-
nication network. Examples of communication networks
include, e.g., alLAN, a WAN, and the computers and networks
forming the Internet.

The computer system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a network, such as the described
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one. The relationship of client and server arises by virtue of
computer programs running on the respective computers and
having a client-server relationship to each other.

A number of implementations have been described. Nev-
ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the disclosure. Accordingly, other implementations are
within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A data quality management system comprising:

a rules repository configured to store profiling data quality
rules, cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that
links profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality
rules, the linking data defining a particular cleansing
data quality rule to be automatically executed on data
after identification of at least one potential error in the
datauncovered during execution of a corresponding par-
ticular profiling data quality rule on the data;

a rules management module configured to manage the
rules repository by managing the profiling data quality
rules stored in the rules repository, managing the cleans-
ing data quality rules stored in the rules repository, and
managing the linking data stored in the rules repository;
and

a data quality job management module configured to
migrate data quality rules from the rules repository to a
data quality processing system and manage a data qual-
ity process performed by the data quality processing
system using the migrated data quality rules, the
migrated data quality rules including one or more linked
pairs of data quality rules that each have a profiling data
quality rule linked to a cleansing data quality rule by the
linking data, the one or more linked pairs of data quality
rules including a pair with the particular profiling data
quality rule and the particular cleansing data quality
rule, and the data quality job management module being
configured to control the data quality processing system
to execute the particular profiling data quality rule on
particular data and, in response to determining that the
particular data includes at least one potential error dur-
ing the execution of the particular profiling data quality
rule, execute the particular cleansing data quality rule on
the particular data.

2. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the rules repository is configured to store the profiling data
quality rules, the cleansing data quality rules, and the linking
data in a generic format that is not specific to any particular
data quality processing system.

3. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the rules management module is configured to manage the
profiling data quality rules stored in the rules repository by
accessing profiling and cleansing data quality rules inferred
from an analysis of data to be profiled or cleansed and storing
the inferred profiling and cleansing data quality rules in the
rules repository.

4. The data quality management system of claim 3, wherein
the rules management module is configured to generate the
inferred profiling and cleansing data quality rules by access-
ing the data to be profiled or cleansed, analyzing the accessed
data to be profiled or cleansed in an attempt to infer which
profiling and cleansing data quality rules are appropriate for
assessing quality of the accessed data to be profiled or
cleansed, and automatically, without user intervention, infer-
ring one or more profiling and cleansing data quality rules that
are appropriate based on the analysis of the accessed data to
be profiled or cleansed.
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5. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the rules management module is configured to receive user
input defining a new profiling data quality rule and a new
cleansing data quality rule and store the new profiling data
quality rule and the new cleansing data quality rule in the
rules repository.

6. The data quality management system of claim 5:

wherein the rules management module is configured to

receive user input linking the new profiling data quality
rule to the new cleansing data quality rule and store, in
the rules repository, linking data that links the new pro-
filing data quality rule to the new cleansing data quality
rule; and

wherein the data quality job management module is con-

figured to recognize that the new profiling data quality
rule is linked to the new cleansing data quality rule based
on the stored linking data that links the new profiling
data quality rule to the new cleansing data quality rule,
control the data quality processing system to execute the
new profiling data quality rule to identify errors in data
records, and, based on the recognition that the new pro-
filing data quality rule is linked to the new cleansing data
quality rule and without user input after controlling the
data quality processing system to execute the new pro-
filing data quality rule, control the data quality process-
ing system to execute the new cleansing data quality rule
on the data records identified as having errors according
to the new profiling data quality rule.

7. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the rules management module is configured to link profiling
data quality rules with cleansing data quality rules, organize
profiling data quality rules and cleansing data quality rules by
industry, and store, in the rules repository, profiling data qual-
ity rules and cleansing data quality rules organized by indus-
try and with linking data that links profiling data quality rules
with cleansing data quality rules.

8. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the rules management module is configured to modify data
quality rules data in the rules repository.

9. The data quality management system of claim 1, wherein
the data quality job management module is configured to
automatically, without user input, control the data quality
processing system to execute the particular cleansing data
quality rule on the particular data in response to determining
that the particular data includes at least one potential error
during the execution of the particular profiling data quality
rule.

10. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the linking data for the particular profiling data qual-
ity rule and the particular cleansing data quality rule com-
prises an identifier for the particular cleansing data quality
rule and an identifier for the particular profiling data quality
rule.

11. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to monitor the data quality process performed by the data
quality processing system using the migrated data quality
rules.

12. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to monitor an entire operation of the data quality process
performed by the data quality processing system including
monitoring results of data profiling performed by the data
quality processing system and monitoring results of data
cleansing performed by the data quality processing system.

13. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
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ured to control the data quality processing system to execute
the one or more linked pairs of data quality rules in a coordi-
nated manner.

14. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to present data quality rules for selection organized by
industry, receive user input selecting data quality rules to
migrate, identify the data quality processing system to which
the selected data quality rules are to be migrated, transform
the selected data quality rules and data quality rules linked to
the selected data quality rules to a format suitable for the
identified data quality processing system, and send the trans-
formed data quality rules to the identified data quality pro-
cessing system.

15. The data quality management system of claim 14,
wherein the data quality management module is configured to
determine all other data quality rules that are linked to the
selected data quality rules and not included in the selected
data quality rules, transform the other data quality rules to the
format suitable for the identified data quality processing sys-
tem, and send the transformed other data quality rules to the
identified data quality processing system.

16. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to identify, from among multiple, different data quality
processing systems and based on user selection, the data
quality processing system to which the data quality rules are
to be migrated, determine a format suitable for the identified
data quality processing system, and transform the data quality
rules to the format suitable for the identified data quality
processing system.

17. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to allow the data quality processing system to access data
to be profiled and cleansed and control the data quality pro-
cessing system to execute the migrated data quality rules on
the data to be profiled and cleansed.

18. The data quality management system of claim 17,
wherein the data quality job management module is config-
ured to monitor results of profiling and cleansing performed
by the data quality processing system on the data to be pro-
filed and cleansed, generate one or more reports that include
information descriptive of profiling and cleansing performed
by the data quality processing system based on the results of
profiling and cleansing performed by the data quality pro-
cessing system on the data to be profiled and cleansed, output
the one or more generated reports, and provide a cleansed
version of the data to be profiled and cleansed.

19. The data quality management system of claim 1,
wherein:

the rules repository is configured to store particular linking

data that links a particular profiling data quality rule to
two or more particular cleansing data quality rules, the
linking data defining the two or more particular cleans-
ing data quality rules to be automatically executed on
data after identification of at least one potential error in
the data uncovered during execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule on the data; and

the data quality job management module is configured to

control the data quality processing system to execute the
particular profiling data quality rule on particular data
and, in response to determining that the particular data
includes at least one potential error during the execution
of the particular profiling data quality rule, execute the
two or more particular cleansing data quality rule on the
particular data.
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20. A method comprising:

storing, in a rules repository, profiling data quality rules,
cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality
rules, the linking data defining a particular cleansing
data quality rule to be automatically executed on data
after identification of at least one potential error in the
datauncovered during execution of a corresponding par-
ticular profiling data quality rule on the data;

managing the rules repository by managing the profiling
data quality rules stored in the rules repository, manag-
ing the cleansing data quality rules stored in the rules
repository, and managing the linking data stored in the
rules repository;
migrating data quality rules from the rules repository to a
data quality processing system, the migrated data qual-
ity rules including one or more linked pairs of data
quality rules that each have a profiling data quality rule
linked to a cleansing data quality rule by the linking data,
the one or more linked pairs of data quality rules includ-
ing a pair with the particular profiling data quality rule
and the particular cleansing data quality rule; and

managing a data quality process performed by the data
quality processing system using the migrated data qual-
ity rules, the managing including controlling the data
quality processing system to execute the particular pro-
filing data quality rule on particular data and, inresponse
to determining that the particular data includes at least
one potential error during the execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule, execute the particular cleans-
ing data quality rule on the particular data.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein storing, in a rules
repository, profiling data quality rules, cleansing data quality
rules, and linking data that links profiling data quality rules to
cleansing data quality rules comprises storing the profiling
data quality rules, the cleansing data quality rules, and the
linking data in a generic format that is not specific to any
particular data quality processing system.

22. The method of claim 20, wherein managing the profil-
ing data quality rules stored in the rules repository, managing
the cleansing data quality rules stored in the rules repository,
and managing the linking data stored in the rules repository
comprises managing the profiling data quality rules stored in
the rules repository by accessing profiling and cleansing data
quality rules inferred from an analysis of data to be profiled or
cleansed and storing the inferred profiling and cleansing data
quality rules in the rules repository.

23. The method of claim 22, comprising:

generating the inferred profiling and cleansing data quality

rules by accessing the data to be profiled or cleansed,
analyzing the accessed data to be profiled or cleansed in
an attempt to infer which profiling and cleansing data
quality rules are appropriate for assessing quality of the
accessed data to be profiled or cleansed, and automati-
cally, without user intervention, inferring one or more
profiling and cleansing data quality rules that are appro-
priate based on the analysis of the accessed data to be
profiled or cleansed.

24. The method of claim 20, comprising:

receiving, by a rules management module, user input defin-

ing a new profiling data quality rule and a new cleansing
data quality rule; and

storing the new profiling data quality rule and the new

cleansing data quality rule in the rules repository.
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25. The method of claim 24, comprising:

receiving, by the rules management module, user input
linking the new profiling data quality rule to the new
cleansing data quality rule; and
storing, by the rules management module in the rules
repository, linking data that links the new profiling data
quality rule to the new cleansing data quality rule;

recognizing, by a data quality job management module,
that the new profiling data quality rule is linked to the
new cleansing data quality rule based on the stored link-
ing data that links the new profiling data quality rule to
the new cleansing data quality rule;

controlling, by the data quality job management module,

the data quality processing system to execute the new
profiling data quality rule to identify errors in data
records; and
based on the recognition that the new profiling data quality
rule is linked to the new cleansing data quality rule and
without user input after controlling the data quality pro-
cessing system to execute the new profiling data quality
rule, controlling, by the data quality job management
module, the data quality processing system to execute
the new cleansing data quality rule on the data records
identified as having errors according to the new profiling
data quality rule.
26. The method of claim 20, comprising:
linking, by a rules management module, profiling data
quality rules with cleansing data quality rules;

organizing, by the rules management module, profiling
data quality rules and cleansing data quality rules by
industry; and

storing, by the rules management module in the rules

repository, profiling data quality rules and cleansing
data quality rules organized by industry and with linking
data that links profiling data quality rules with cleansing
data quality rules.

27. The method of claim 20, comprising modifying, by a
rules management module, data quality rules data in the rules
repository.

28. The method of claim 20, wherein controlling the data
quality processing system to execute the particular cleansing
data quality rule on the particular data comprises automati-
cally, without user input, controlling the data quality process-
ing system to execute the particular cleansing data quality
rule on the particular data in response to determining that the
particular data includes at least one potential error during the
execution of the particular profiling data quality rule.

29. The method of claim 20, wherein the linking data for
the particular profiling data quality rule and the particular
cleansing data quality rule comprises an identifier for the
particular cleansing data quality rule and an identifier for the
particular profiling data quality rule.

30. The method of claim 20, comprising monitoring, by a
data quality job management module, the data quality process
performed by the data quality processing system using the
migrated data quality rules.

31. The method of claim 20, comprising monitoring, by a
data quality job management module, an entire operation of
the data quality process performed by the data quality pro-
cessing system including monitoring results of data profiling
performed by the data quality processing system and moni-
toring results of data cleansing performed by the data quality
processing system.

32. The method of claim 20, wherein controlling the data
quality processing system to execute the particular profiling
data quality rule on particular data comprises controlling the



US 9,082,076 B2

31

data quality processing system to execute the one or more
linked pairs of data quality rules in a coordinated manner.

33. The method of claim 20, comprising:

presenting, by a data quality job management module, data
quality rules for selection organized by industry;

receiving, by the data quality job management module,
user input selecting data quality rules to migrate;

identifying, by the data quality job management module,
the data quality processing system to which the selected
data quality rules are to be migrated;

transforming, by the data quality job management module,
the selected data quality rules and data quality rules
linked to the selected data quality rules to a format
suitable for the identified data quality processing sys-
tem; and

sending, by the data quality job management module, the
transformed data quality rules to the identified data qual-
ity processing system.

34. The method of claim 33, comprising:

determining, by the data quality job management module,
all other data quality rules that are linked to the selected
data quality rules and not included in the selected data
quality rules;

transforming, by the data quality job management module,
the other data quality rules to the format suitable for the
identified data quality processing system; and

sending, by the data quality job management module, the
transformed other data quality rules to the identified data
quality processing system.

35. The method of claim 20, comprising:

identifying, from among multiple, different data quality
processing systems and based on user selection, the data
quality processing system to which the data quality rules
are to be migrated;

determining a format suitable for the identified data quality
processing system; and

transforming the data quality rules to the format suitable
for the identified data quality processing system.

36. The method of claim 20, comprising:

allowing the data quality processing system to access data
to be profiled and cleansed; and

controlling the data quality processing system to execute
the migrated data quality rules on the data to be profiled
and cleansed.

37. The method of claim 36, comprising:

monitoring, by a data quality job management module,
results of profiling and cleansing performed by the data
quality processing system on the data to be profiled and
cleansed;

generating, by the data quality job management module,
one or more reports that include information descriptive
of profiling and cleansing performed by the data quality
processing system based on the results of profiling and
cleansing performed by the data quality processing sys-
tem on the data to be profiled and cleansed;

outputting, by the data quality job management module,
the one or more generated reports; and

providing, by the data quality job management module, a
cleansed version of the data to be profiled and cleansed.

38. The method of claim 20, wherein:

storing, in a rules repository, profiling data quality rules,
cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality rules
comprises storing, in the rules repository, particular
linking data that links a particular profiling data quality
rule to two or more particular cleansing data quality
rules, the linking data defining the two or more particular

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

32

cleansing data quality rules to be automatically executed
on data after identification of at least one potential error
in the data uncovered during execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule on the data; and

controlling the data quality processing system to execute

the particular profiling data quality rule on particular
data and, in response to determining that the particular
data includes at least one potential error during the
execution of the particular profiling data quality rule,
execute the particular cleansing data quality rule on the
particular data comprises controlling the data quality
processing system to execute the particular profiling
data quality rule on particular data and, in response to
determining that the particular data includes at least one
potential error during the execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule, execute the two or more par-
ticular cleansing data quality rule on the particular data.
39. At least one non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium encoded with executable instructions that, when
executed by at least one processor, cause the at least one
processor to perform operations comprising:
storing, in a rules repository, profiling data quality rules,
cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality
rules, the linking data defining a particular cleansing
data quality rule to be automatically executed on data
after identification of at least one potential error in the
datauncovered during execution of a corresponding par-
ticular profiling data quality rule on the data;

managing the rules repository by managing the profiling
data quality rules stored in the rules repository, manag-
ing the cleansing data quality rules stored in the rules
repository, and managing the linking data stored in the
rules repository;
migrating data quality rules from the rules repository to a
data quality processing system, the migrated data qual-
ity rules including one or more linked pairs of data
quality rules that each have a profiling data quality rule
linked to a cleansing data quality rule by the linking data,
the one or more linked pairs of data quality rules includ-
ing a pair with the particular profiling data quality rule
and the particular cleansing data quality rule; and

managing a data quality process performed by the data
quality processing system using the migrated data qual-
ity rules, the managing including controlling the data
quality processing system to execute the particular pro-
filing data quality rule on particular data and, inresponse
to determining that the particular data includes at least
one potential error during the execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule, execute the particular cleans-
ing data quality rule on the particular data.

40. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein storing, in a rules repository, profiling data quality
rules, cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality rules
comprises storing the profiling data quality rules, the cleans-
ing data quality rules, and the linking data in a generic format
that is not specific to any particular data quality processing
system.

41. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein managing the profiling data quality rules stored in
the rules repository, managing the cleansing data quality rules
stored in the rules repository, and managing the linking data
stored in the rules repository comprises managing the profil-
ing data quality rules stored in the rules repository by access-
ing profiling and cleansing data quality rules inferred from an
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analysis of data to be profiled or cleansed and storing the
inferred profiling and cleansing data quality rules in the rules
repository.

42. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 41,
comprising:

generating the inferred profiling and cleansing data quality

rules by accessing the data to be profiled or cleansed,
analyzing the accessed data to be profiled or cleansed in
an attempt to infer which profiling and cleansing data
quality rules are appropriate for assessing quality of the
accessed data to be profiled or cleansed, and automati-
cally, without user intervention, inferring one or more
profiling and cleansing data quality rules that are appro-
priate based on the analysis of the accessed data to be
profiled or cleansed.

43. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
comprising:

receiving, by a rules management module, user input defin-

ing a new profiling data quality rule and a new cleansing
data quality rule; and

storing the new profiling data quality rule and the new

cleansing data quality rule in the rules repository.

44. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 43,
comprising:

receiving, by the rules management module, user input

linking the new profiling data quality rule to the new
cleansing data quality rule; and
storing, by the rules management module in the rules
repository, linking data that links the new profiling data
quality rule to the new cleansing data quality rule;

recognizing, by a data quality job management module,
that the new profiling data quality rule is linked to the
new cleansing data quality rule based on the stored link-
ing data that links the new profiling data quality rule to
the new cleansing data quality rule;

controlling, by the data quality job management module,

the data quality processing system to execute the new
profiling data quality rule to identify errors in data
records; and
based on the recognition that the new profiling data quality
rule is linked to the new cleansing data quality rule and
without user input after controlling the data quality pro-
cessing system to execute the new profiling data quality
rule, controlling, by the data quality job management
module, the data quality processing system to execute
the new cleansing data quality rule on the data records
identified as having errors according to the new profiling
data quality rule.
45. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
comprising:
linking, by a rules management module, profiling data
quality rules with cleansing data quality rules;

organizing, by the rules management module, profiling
data quality rules and cleansing data quality rules by
industry; and

storing, by the rules management module in the rules

repository, profiling data quality rules and cleansing
data quality rules organized by industry and with linking
data that links profiling data quality rules with cleansing
data quality rules.

46. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
comprising modifying, by a rules management module, data
quality rules data in the rules repository.

47. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein controlling the data quality processing system to
execute the particular cleansing data quality rule on the par-
ticular data comprises automatically, without user input, con-
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trolling the data quality processing system to execute the
particular cleansing data quality rule on the particular data in
response to determining that the particular data includes at
least one potential error during the execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule.

48. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein the linking data for the particular profiling data qual-
ity rule and the particular cleansing data quality rule com-
prises an identifier for the particular cleansing data quality
rule and an identifier for the particular profiling data quality
rule.

49. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
comprising monitoring, by a data quality job management
module, the data quality process performed by the data qual-
ity processing system using the migrated data quality rules.

50. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
comprising monitoring, by a data quality job management
module, an entire operation of the data quality process per-
formed by the data quality processing system including moni-
toring results of data profiling performed by the data quality
processing system and monitoring results of data cleansing
performed by the data quality processing system.

51. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein controlling the data quality processing system to
execute the particular profiling data quality rule on particular
data comprises controlling the data quality processing system
to execute the one or more linked pairs of data quality rules in
a coordinated manner.

52. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
the operations comprising:

presenting, by a data quality job management module, data

quality rules for selection organized by industry;
receiving, by the data quality job management module,
user input selecting data quality rules to migrate;
identifying, by the data quality job management module,
the data quality processing system to which the selected
data quality rules are to be migrated;

transforming, by the data quality job management module,

the selected data quality rules and data quality rules
linked to the selected data quality rules to a format
suitable for the identified data quality processing sys-
tem; and

sending, by the data quality job management module, the

transformed data quality rules to the identified data qual-
ity processing system.

53. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 52,
the operations comprising:

determining, by the data quality job management module,

all other data quality rules that are linked to the selected
data quality rules and not included in the selected data
quality rules;

transforming, by the data quality job management module,

the other data quality rules to the format suitable for the
identified data quality processing system; and

sending, by the data quality job management module, the

transformed other data quality rules to the identified data
quality processing system.

54. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
the operations comprising:

identifying, from among multiple, different data quality

processing systems and based on user selection, the data
quality processing system to which the data quality rules
are to be migrated;

determining a format suitable for the identified data quality

processing system; and

transforming the data quality rules to the format suitable

for the identified data quality processing system.
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55. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
the operations comprising:
allowing the data quality processing system to access data
to be profiled and cleansed; and
controlling the data quality processing system to execute
the migrated data quality rules on the data to be profiled
and cleansed.
56. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 55,
the operations comprising:
monitoring, by a data quality job management module,
results of profiling and cleansing performed by the data
quality processing system on the data to be profiled and
cleansed;
generating, by the data quality job management module,
one or more reports that include information descriptive
of profiling and cleansing performed by the data quality
processing system based on the results of profiling and
cleansing performed by the data quality processing sys-
tem on the data to be profiled and cleansed;
outputting, by the data quality job management module,
the one or more generated reports; and
providing, by the data quality job management module, a
cleansed version of the data to be profiled and cleansed.
57. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 39,
wherein:
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storing, in a rules repository, profiling data quality rules,
cleansing data quality rules, and linking data that links
profiling data quality rules to cleansing data quality rules
comprises storing, in the rules repository, particular
linking data that links a particular profiling data quality
rule to two or more particular cleansing data quality
rules, the linking data defining the two or more particular
cleansing data quality rules to be automatically executed
on data after identification of at least one potential error
in the data uncovered during execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule on the data; and

controlling the data quality processing system to execute
the particular profiling data quality rule on particular
data and, in response to determining that the particular
data includes at least one potential error during the
execution of the particular profiling data quality rule,
execute the particular cleansing data quality rule on the
particular data comprises controlling the data quality
processing system to execute the particular profiling
data quality rule on particular data and, in response to
determining that the particular data includes at least one
potential error during the execution of the particular
profiling data quality rule, execute the two or more par-
ticular cleansing data quality rule on the particular data.
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